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to have as raany friends as possible, but so many as are suf-
ficient for society; for it would seem impossible to be a
friend to many in a great degree. Whence it is impossible
to be In love with many; for this is generally a kind of ex-
cess of friendship: and this is directed to one object; and
therefore excess in it can only be felt towards a few. So it
seems to be in real fact: for in friendship between compa-
rdonSj many do not become friends; but those which are
most celebrated,, are between two only. Those, who have
many friends., and are familiar with every body, are by no
one thought to be friends, except in a political sense; and
they call them obsequious. In a political sense then a man
may be a friend to many even without being obsequious,
but really as a good man : but for sake of virtue and the
persons themselves, it is impossible to be a friend to many;.
it is a great thing indeed to find a few such.

CHAP. XL

Upon the duties and advantages of friends in prosperity and
adversity.

1.  Is there greater need of friends in prosperity or in ad-
versity ? for they are sought for in both ; since the unfortu-
nate want assistance, and the fortunate want companions
and persons whom they may benefit; for they wish to do
good.

2.  It is more necessary to have them in adversity; whence
in this case there is need of useful friends: but it is more
noble in prosperity ; whence also they seek for good friends j
since It is more desirable to benefit them, and to live witji
them.

3.  Besides this presence of friends is agreeable both in
prosperity and adversity ;   for those who are in pain feel
lightened, when their friends grieve with them.    Whence